
We attended Consensus 2019, the largest global conference dedicated to blockchain 
and cryptocurrencies with over 8,000 attendees, in New York. Overall, the 
cryptocurrency market landscape continues to evolve, with significant strides made 
in areas such as market structure – despite dramatic market volatility. In terms of 
enterprise blockchain, many companies appear to be in “heads down” development 
mode, with a few projects having entered the production phase but many still in 
development. Our top takeaways across a range of topics are within. 

Cryptocurrencies:  

Institutional investing: A number of panel discussions focused on the evolving n

institutional investment landscape in cryptocurrencies. Cryptocurrency assets 
are currently highly concentrated among dedicated hedge funds, venture capital 
holdings, and family offices. Panelists estimate the number of cryptocurrency 
funds at roughly 200 worldwide, with about 100 of those located in the US. 
Although both the number of funds and the AUM per fund have increased 
despite recent market volatility, panelists still see barriers – particularly market 
structure – to larger-scale investors becoming more involved in a more 
substantial way. 

Market structure: Asset custody has long been identified as one key barrier to n

broader market participation by institutional investors. To that end, Coinbase, 
Fidelity, Bitgo, Zappo, and others have emerged as licensed custodians for a 
range of cryptocurrency assets and tokens. In addition, a number of other 
traditional custodians have announced that they plan to launch in the near future.  
Several of these services have begun to gain scale in relatively short order, with 
Coinbase disclosing that, in 12 months since launch, it now has over $1 billion in 
assets on its custody services from 70 institutions across 30 assets, gaining 
about $150mn per month.  

Digital fiat currencies: Panels at the conference also examined the prospects n

for digital currencies to be issued by national governments. In principle, 
proponents of digital fiat currencies see benefits in creating a liability of central 
banks with the key capability of instant settlement. A speaker from the IMF 
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indicated that central banks from developed nations and emerging economies see 
both potential benefits (lower currency distribution costs) and significant risks 
(potential erosion of the traditional separation between central and commercial 
banks). 

Startup funding and initial coin offerings (ICOs): Traditional venture capital has n

returned as a primary funding source for new startup companies in the blockchain 
and token space following a period of significant ICO activity, which culminated in 
1Q18 with 91% of all new projects financed through ICOs. Following a significant 
market shakeout as well as enforcement actions by the SEC, panelists generally 
share the opinion that most startup companies are best suited to traditional equity 
funding by venture capital. However, there is a view that in rare cases (such as 
where decentralization or broad market participation is critical to the business plan) 
where ICOs (likely through SEC-regulated securities offerings) may still be the most 
appropriate vehicle.  

Payments: Emerging payments startup Flexa launched its SPEDN mobile wallet at n

the conference, which enables users to pay merchants using cryptocurrency in store 
at the point-of-sale with their smartphone (using a QR code). Flexa aims to eliminate 
the volatility risk of merchants holding cryptocurrency by paying merchants in fiat 
currency (and performing an exchange at this time of purchase). Flexa has 
announced partnerships with several merchants in its trial period, including Whole 
Foods.  

Enterprise blockchain:  

A number of panels at the conference addressed the adoption of blockchain in a range 
of enterprise applications. Microsoft, IBM, and others discussed their initiatives with 
Hyperledger, which are designed to bring blockchain capabilities to shared data systems 
among companies across a range of industries. Both Amazon AWS and Microsoft Azure 
have introduced toolkits and managed services for the implementation of private 
blockchains in the public cloud. 

In financial services, both the DTCC and LSE discussed their ongoing projects designing 
to bring select markets from proof-of-concept to production over time. For example, the 
DTCC is moving its CDS database to blockchain and is currently in the testing phase 
with several key clients, with delivery expected later in 2019. A number of banks, such 
as Santander and BBVA, have announced that their blockchain capabilities have now 
moved into full production. JPMorgan held a number of technical sessions on Quorum, 
its blockchain technology initiative based on the Ethereum protocol, which serves as the 
basis for the recently announced JPM Coin.
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Disclosure Appendix 
  

Reg AC 

We, James Schneider, Ph.D., Steven Braun and Rishabh Gupta, hereby certify that all of the views expressed in this report accurately reflect our 
personal views about the subject company or companies and its or their securities. We also certify that no part of our compensation was, is or will be, 
directly or indirectly, related to the specific recommendations or views expressed in this report. 

Unless otherwise stated, the individuals listed on the cover page of this report are analysts in Goldman Sachs’ Global Investment Research division. 

GS Factor Profile 
The Goldman Sachs Factor Profile provides investment context for a stock by comparing key attributes to the market (i.e. our coverage universe) and its 
sector peers. The four key attributes depicted are: Growth, Financial Returns, Multiple (e.g. valuation) and Integrated (a composite of Growth, Financial 
Returns and Multiple). Growth, Financial Returns and Multiple are calculated by using normalized ranks for specific metrics for each stock. The 
normalized ranks for the metrics are then averaged and converted into percentiles for the relevant attribute. The precise calculation of each metric may 
vary depending on the fiscal year, industry and region, but the standard approach is as follows: 

Growth is based on a stock’s forward-looking sales growth, EBITDA growth and EPS growth (for financial stocks, only EPS and sales growth), with a 
higher percentile indicating a higher growth company. Financial Returns is based on a stock’s forward-looking ROE, ROCE and CROCI (for financial 
stocks, only ROE), with a higher percentile indicating a company with higher financial returns. Multiple is based on a stock’s forward-looking P/E, P/B, 
price/dividend (P/D), EV/EBITDA, EV/FCF and EV/Debt Adjusted Cash Flow (DACF) (for financial stocks, only P/E, P/B and P/D), with a higher percentile 
indicating a stock trading at a higher multiple. The Integrated percentile is calculated as the average of the Growth percentile, Financial Returns 
percentile and (100% - Multiple percentile). 

Financial Returns and Multiple use the Goldman Sachs analyst forecasts at the fiscal year-end at least three quarters in the future. Growth uses inputs 
for the fiscal year at least seven quarters in the future compared with the year at least three quarters in the future (on a per-share basis for all metrics). 

For a more detailed description of how we calculate the GS Factor Profile, please contact your GS representative.  

M&A Rank 
Across our global coverage, we examine stocks using an M&A framework, considering both qualitative factors and quantitative factors (which may vary 
across sectors and regions) to incorporate the potential that certain companies could be acquired. We then assign a M&A rank as a means of scoring 
companies under our rated coverage from 1 to 3, with 1 representing high (30%-50%) probability of the company becoming an acquisition target, 2 
representing medium (15%-30%) probability and 3 representing low (0%-15%) probability. For companies ranked 1 or 2, in line with our standard 
departmental guidelines we incorporate an M&A component into our target price. M&A rank of 3 is considered immaterial and therefore does not 
factor into our price target, and may or may not be discussed in research. 

Quantum 
Quantum is Goldman Sachs’ proprietary database providing access to detailed financial statement histories, forecasts and ratios. It can be used for 
in-depth analysis of a single company, or to make comparisons between companies in different sectors and markets.  

GS SUSTAIN 
GS SUSTAIN is a global investment strategy focused on the generation of long-term alpha through identifying high quality industry leaders. The GS 
SUSTAIN 50 list includes leaders we believe to be well positioned to deliver long-term outperformance through superior returns on capital, sustainable 
competitive advantage and effective management of ESG risks vs. global industry peers. Candidates are selected largely on a combination of 
quantifiable analysis of these three aspects of corporate performance. 

Disclosures 

Coverage group(s) of stocks by primary analyst(s) 
James Schneider, Ph.D.: America-IT Consulting and Outsourcing, America-Transaction Processors. 

America-IT Consulting and Outsourcing: Accenture Plc, Black Knight Inc., CGI Inc., CGI Inc., Cognizant Technology Solutions, DXC Technology Co., 
Fidelity National Information Services, Fiserv Inc., International Business Machines, Sabre Corp..  

America-Transaction Processors: Automatic Data Processing Inc., Euronet Worldwide Inc., Evertec Inc., EVO Payments Inc., First Data Corp., FleetCor 
Technologies Inc., Global Payments Inc., GreenSky Inc., MasterCard Inc., Paychex Inc., Square Inc., Total System Services Inc., Visa Inc., Western Union 
Co., WEX Inc., Worldpay Inc., Worldpay Inc..  

Distribution of ratings/investment banking relationships 
Goldman Sachs Investment Research global Equity coverage universe 

 

As of April 1, 2019, Goldman Sachs Global Investment Research had investment ratings on 2,840 equity securities. Goldman Sachs assigns stocks as 
Buys and Sells on various regional Investment Lists; stocks not so assigned are deemed Neutral. Such assignments equate to Buy, Hold and Sell for 
the purposes of the above disclosure required by the FINRA Rules. See ‘Ratings, Coverage groups and related definitions’ below. The Investment 
Banking Relationships chart reflects the percentage of subject companies within each rating category for whom Goldman Sachs has provided 
investment banking services within the previous twelve months.     

Rating Distribution Investment Banking Relationships

Buy Hold Sell Buy Hold Sell

Global 35% 53% 12% 66% 58% 52%
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Regulatory disclosures 

Disclosures required by United States laws and regulations 
See company-specific regulatory disclosures above for any of the following disclosures required as to companies referred to in this report: manager or 
co-manager in a pending transaction; 1% or other ownership; compensation for certain services; types of client relationships; managed/co-managed 
public offerings in prior periods; directorships; for equity securities, market making and/or specialist role. Goldman Sachs trades or may trade as a 
principal in debt securities (or in related derivatives) of issuers discussed in this report.  

The following are additional required disclosures: Ownership and material conflicts of interest: Goldman Sachs policy prohibits its analysts, 
professionals reporting to analysts and members of their households from owning securities of any company in the analyst’s area of coverage.  
Analyst compensation:  Analysts are paid in part based on the profitability of Goldman Sachs, which includes investment banking revenues.  Analyst 
as officer or director: Goldman Sachs policy generally prohibits its analysts, persons reporting to analysts or members of their households from 
serving as an officer, director or advisor of any company in the analyst’s area of coverage.  Non-U.S. Analysts:  Non-U.S. analysts may not be 
associated persons of Goldman Sachs & Co. LLC and therefore may not be subject to FINRA Rule 2241 or FINRA Rule 2242 restrictions on 
communications with subject company, public appearances and trading securities held by the analysts.  

Distribution of ratings: See the distribution of ratings disclosure above.  Price chart: See the price chart, with changes of ratings and price targets in 
prior periods, above, or, if electronic format or if with respect to multiple companies which are the subject of this report, on the Goldman Sachs 
website at https://www.gs.com/research/hedge.html.   

Additional disclosures required under the laws and regulations of jurisdictions other than the United States 
The following disclosures are those required by the jurisdiction indicated, except to the extent already made above pursuant to United States laws and 
regulations. Australia: Goldman Sachs Australia Pty Ltd and its affiliates are not authorised deposit-taking institutions (as that term is defined in the 
Banking Act 1959 (Cth)) in Australia and do not provide banking services, nor carry on a banking business, in Australia. This research, and any access to 
it, is intended only for “wholesale clients” within the meaning of the Australian Corporations Act, unless otherwise agreed by Goldman Sachs. In 
producing research reports, members of the Global Investment Research Division of Goldman Sachs Australia may attend site visits and other 
meetings hosted by the companies and other entities which are the subject of its research reports. In some instances the costs of such site visits or 
meetings may be met in part or in whole by the issuers concerned if Goldman Sachs Australia considers it is appropriate and reasonable in the specific 
circumstances relating to the site visit or meeting. To the extent that the contents of this document contains any financial product advice, it is general 
advice only and has been prepared by Goldman Sachs without taking into account a client’s objectives, financial situation or needs. A client should, 
before acting on any such advice, consider the appropriateness of the advice having regard to the client’s own objectives, financial situation and needs. 
A copy of certain Goldman Sachs Australia and New Zealand disclosure of interests and a copy of Goldman Sachs’ Australian Sell-Side Research 
Independence Policy Statement are available at: https://www.goldmansachs.com/disclosures/australia-new-zealand/index.html.  Brazil: Disclosure 
information in relation to CVM Instruction 598 is available at https://www.gs.com/worldwide/brazil/area/gir/index.html. Where applicable, the 
Brazil-registered analyst primarily responsible for the content of this research report, as defined in Article 20 of CVM Instruction 598, is the first author 
named at the beginning of this report, unless indicated otherwise at the end of the text.  Canada: Goldman Sachs Canada Inc. is an affiliate of The 
Goldman Sachs Group Inc. and therefore is included in the company specific disclosures relating to Goldman Sachs (as defined above). Goldman Sachs 
Canada Inc. has approved of, and agreed to take responsibility for, this research report in Canada if and to the extent that Goldman Sachs Canada Inc. 
disseminates this research report to its clients.  Hong Kong: Further information on the securities of covered companies referred to in this research 
may be obtained on request from Goldman Sachs (Asia) L.L.C.  India: Further information on the subject company or companies referred to in this 
research may be obtained from Goldman Sachs (India) Securities Private Limited, Research Analyst - SEBI Registration Number INH000001493, 951-A, 
Rational House, Appasaheb Marathe Marg, Prabhadevi, Mumbai 400 025, India, Corporate Identity Number U74140MH2006FTC160634, Phone +91 22 
6616 9000, Fax +91 22 6616 9001. Goldman Sachs may beneficially own 1% or more of the securities (as such term is defined in clause 2 (h) the Indian 
Securities Contracts (Regulation) Act, 1956) of the subject company or companies referred to in this research report.  Japan: See below.  Korea: This 
research, and any access to it, is intended only for “professional investors” within the meaning of the Financial Services and Capital Markets Act, 
unless otherwise agreed by Goldman Sachs. Further information on the subject company or companies referred to in this research may be obtained 
from Goldman Sachs (Asia) L.L.C., Seoul Branch.  New Zealand: Goldman Sachs New Zealand Limited and its affiliates are neither “registered banks” 
nor “deposit takers” (as defined in the Reserve Bank of New Zealand Act 1989) in New Zealand. This research, and any access to it, is intended for 
“wholesale clients” (as defined in the Financial Advisers Act 2008) unless otherwise agreed by Goldman Sachs. A copy of certain Goldman Sachs 
Australia and New Zealand disclosure of interests is available at: https://www.goldmansachs.com/disclosures/australia-new-zealand/index.html.  Russia: 
Research reports distributed in the Russian Federation are not advertising as defined in the Russian legislation, but are information and analysis not 
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specific client, and are prepared without analyzing the financial circumstances, investment profiles or risk profiles of clients. Goldman Sachs assumes 
no responsibility for any investment decisions that may be taken by a client or any other person based on this research report.  Singapore: Further 
information on the covered companies referred to in this research may be obtained from Goldman Sachs (Singapore) Pte. (Company Number: 
198602165W).  Taiwan: This material is for reference only and must not be reprinted without permission. Investors should carefully consider their own 
investment risk. Investment results are the responsibility of the individual investor.  United Kingdom: Persons who would be categorized as retail 
clients in the United Kingdom, as such term is defined in the rules of the Financial Conduct Authority, should read this research in conjunction with prior 
Goldman Sachs research on the covered companies referred to herein and should refer to the risk warnings that have been sent to them by Goldman 
Sachs International. A copy of these risks warnings, and a glossary of certain financial terms used in this report, are available from Goldman Sachs 
International on request.   

European Union: Disclosure information in relation to Article 6 (2) of the European Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) (2016/958) supplementing 
Regulation (EU) No 596/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council with regard to regulatory technical standards for the technical 
arrangements for objective presentation of investment recommendations or other information recommending or suggesting an investment strategy 
and for disclosure of particular interests or indications of conflicts of interest is available at https://www.gs.com/disclosures/europeanpolicy.html which 
states the European Policy for Managing Conflicts of Interest in Connection with Investment Research.   

Japan: Goldman Sachs Japan Co., Ltd. is a Financial Instrument Dealer registered with the Kanto Financial Bureau under registration number Kinsho 
69, and a member of Japan Securities Dealers Association, Financial Futures Association of Japan and Type II Financial Instruments Firms Association. 
Sales and purchase of equities are subject to commission pre-determined with clients plus consumption tax. See company-specific disclosures as to 
any applicable disclosures required by Japanese stock exchanges, the Japanese Securities Dealers Association or the Japanese Securities Finance 
Company.   

Ratings, coverage groups and related definitions 
Buy (B), Neutral (N), Sell (S) -Analysts recommend stocks as Buys or Sells for inclusion on various regional Investment Lists. Being assigned a Buy or 
Sell on an Investment List is determined by a stock’s total return potential relative to its coverage. Any stock not assigned as a Buy or a Sell on an 
Investment List with an active rating (i.e., a  stock that is not Rating Suspended, Not Rated, Coverage Suspended or Not Covered), is deemed Neutral. 
Each region’s Investment Review Committee manages Regional Conviction lists, which represent investment recommendations focused on the size of 
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the total return potential and/or the likelihood of the realization of the return across their respective areas of coverage.  The addition or removal of 
stocks from such Conviction lists do not represent a change in the analysts’ investment rating for such stocks.    

Total return potential represents the upside or downside differential between the current share price and the price target, including all paid or 
anticipated dividends, expected during the time horizon associated with the price target. Price targets are required for all covered stocks. The total 
return potential, price target and associated time horizon are stated in each report adding or reiterating an Investment List membership.  

Coverage groups: A list of all stocks in each coverage group is available by primary analyst, stock and coverage group at 
https://www.gs.com/research/hedge.html.    

Not Rated (NR). The investment rating and target price have been removed pursuant to Goldman Sachs policy when Goldman Sachs is acting in an 
advisory capacity in a merger or strategic transaction involving this company and in certain other circumstances.  Rating Suspended (RS). Goldman 
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This research is for our clients only. Other than disclosures relating to Goldman Sachs, this research is based on current public information that we 
consider reliable, but we do not represent it is accurate or complete, and it should not be relied on as such. The information, opinions, estimates and 
forecasts contained herein are as of the date hereof and are subject to change without prior notification. We seek to update our research as 
appropriate, but various regulations may prevent us from doing so. Other than certain industry reports published on a periodic basis, the large majority 
of reports are published at irregular intervals as appropriate in the analyst’s judgment. 

Goldman Sachs conducts a global full-service, integrated investment banking, investment management, and brokerage business. We have investment 
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discuss in this report, trading strategies that reference catalysts or events that may have a near-term impact on the market price of the equity securities 
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Any third party referenced herein, including any salespeople, traders and other professionals or members of their household, may have positions in the 
products mentioned that are inconsistent with the views expressed by analysts named in this report. 

This research is not an offer to sell or the solicitation of an offer to buy any security in any jurisdiction where such an offer or solicitation would be 
illegal. It does not constitute a personal recommendation or take into account the particular investment objectives, financial situations, or needs of 
individual clients. Clients should consider whether any advice or recommendation in this research is suitable for their particular circumstances and, if 
appropriate, seek professional advice, including tax advice. The price and value of investments referred to in this research and the income from them 
may fluctuate. Past performance is not a guide to future performance, future returns are not guaranteed, and a loss of original capital may occur. 
Fluctuations in exchange rates could have adverse effects on the value or price of, or income derived from, certain investments.  

Certain transactions, including those involving futures, options, and other derivatives, give rise to substantial risk and are not suitable for all investors. 
Investors should review current options disclosure documents which are available from Goldman Sachs sales representatives or at 
https://www.theocc.com/about/publications/character-risks.jsp. Transaction costs may be significant in option strategies calling for multiple purchase 
and sales of options such as spreads. Supporting documentation will be supplied upon request.  

Differing Levels of Service provided by Global Investment Research: The level and types of services provided to you by the Global Investment 
Research division of GS may vary as compared to that provided to internal and other external clients of GS, depending on various factors including your 
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that specific data underlying analysts’ fundamental analysis available on our internal client websites be delivered to them electronically through data 
feeds or otherwise. No change to an analyst’s fundamental research views (e.g., ratings, price targets, or material changes to earnings estimates for 
equity securities), will be communicated to any client prior to inclusion of such information in a research report broadly disseminated through electronic 
publication to our internal client websites or through other means, as necessary, to all clients who are entitled to receive such reports. 

All research reports are disseminated and available to all clients simultaneously through electronic publication to our internal client websites. Not all 
research content is redistributed to our clients or available to third-party aggregators, nor is Goldman Sachs responsible for the redistribution of our 
research by third party aggregators. For research, models or other data related to one or more securities, markets or asset classes (including related 
services) that may be available to you, please contact your GS representative or go to https://research.gs.com. 

Disclosure information is also available at https://www.gs.com/research/hedge.html or from Research Compliance, 200 West Street, New York, NY 
10282. 

© 2019 Goldman Sachs.  

No part of this material may be (i) copied, photocopied or duplicated in any form by any means or (ii) redistributed without the prior written 
consent of The Goldman Sachs Group, Inc.  
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